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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

JAMES OWENS, et al. 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 

 
TALIBAN a/k/a ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF 
AFGHANISTAN, 
 
                                    Defendant. 
 

 

Civil Action No. 22-cv-1949 (VEC) 

 

 

[FURTHER UPDATED PROPOSED] DEFAULT JUDGMENT 

WHEREAS this action was commenced on March 8, 2022 with the filing of a complaint; 

WHEREAS service of the complaint and summons was effectuated on Defendant on May 

10, 2022 via certified mail under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(f)(2)(C)(ii); 

WHEREAS service of the complaint and summons was completed on Defendant on June 

8, 2022 via Twitter and publication pursuant to the instructions set forth in this Court’s Order of 

May 2, 2022 granting Plaintiffs’ motion for alternative service; 

WHEREAS Defendant has failed to answer or otherwise defend the complaint, and the 

time to do so has expired; 

WHEREAS Defendant is neither an infant nor incompetent, and Defendant is not in the 

military service of the United States; 

WHEREAS on July 5, 2022, the Clerk of Court entered a Certificate of Default against 

Defendant; 

WHEREAS having failed to timely answer or otherwise defend the complaint, Defendant 

is deemed to have admitted all of the well-pleaded factual allegations in Plaintiffs’ complaint, 

except for allegations relating to damages; 
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WHEREAS copies of the Declaration of Matthew D. McGill in Support of Entry of Default 

Judgment (“McGill Declaration”), the appendix thereto and accompanying exhibits, the original 

Proposed Order to Show Cause, and the original Proposed Default Judgment were sent to 

Defendant via delivery service on July 14, 2022, at the following address:  Embassy of 

Afghanistan, West Bay, Isteolal Street, P.O. Box 22104, Doha, Qatar; 

WHEREAS copies of the Supplemental Declaration of Matthew D. McGill in Support of 

Entry of Default Judgment (“Supplemental McGill Declaration”), the appendix thereto, the 

Updated Proposed Order to Show Cause, and the Updated Proposed Default Judgment were sent 

to Defendant via delivery service on March 6, 2023, at the following address:  Embassy of 

Afghanistan, West Bay, Isteolal Street, P.O. Box 22104, Doha, Qatar; 

WHEREAS copies of the Second Supplemental Declaration of Matthew D. McGill in 

Support of Entry of Default Judgment (“Second Supplemental McGill Declaration”), the appendix 

thereto, and the Further Updated Proposed Default Judgment were sent to Defendant via delivery 

service on March 24, 2023, at the following address:  Embassy of Afghanistan, West Bay, Isteolal 

Street, P.O. Box 22104, Doha, Qatar;  

WHEREAS this Court entered an Order to Show Cause on March 7, 2023 requiring 

Defendant to show cause on April 5, 2023 at 2:30 p.m. why an order should not be entered, (i) 

entering default judgment against Defendant pursuant to Rule 55(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure and Local Civil Rule 55.2(b); (ii) adjudging Defendant liable on Plaintiffs’ claims under 

the Anti-Terrorism Act, the Alien Tort Statute, and state tort law; (iii) awarding Plaintiffs damages 

in the amounts reflected in the table included in this Default Judgment; and (iv) granting such other 

relief as the Court deems just and proper; 

WHEREAS Defendant did not appear on April 5, 2023, nor did Defendant file opposition 
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papers with this Court on or before March 28, 2023, as required by the Order to Show Cause; 

WHEREAS having reviewed Plaintiffs’ proposed damages as set forth in the table included 

in this Default Judgment, the McGill Declaration and accompanying exhibits, the Supplemental 

McGill Declaration, the Second Supplemental McGill Declaration, Plaintiffs’ arguments in 

support of compensatory damages, prejudgment interest, and punitive damages, and the prior 

judgments and damages awards that Plaintiffs received in their actions against Sudan and Iran 

involving the same terrorist acts and injuries, the Court finds that there is sufficient evidence to 

establish the amount of damages with reasonable certainty, that prejudgment interest on Plaintiffs’ 

compensatory damages is warranted (calculated according to the method that Plaintiffs propose), 

that punitive damages in the amount that Plaintiffs propose also are appropriate, and that a further 

inquest or evidentiary hearing on damages is neither necessary nor warranted; 

WHEREAS having considered the complaint in this action, the McGill Declaration and 

accompanying exhibits, the Supplemental McGill Declaration, the Second Supplemental McGill 

Declaration, and the entire record of this case, it is hereby 

ORDERED that default judgment be entered against Defendant pursuant to Rule 55(b) of 

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Civil Rule 55.2(b). 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendant is adjudged liable on Plaintiffs’ claims 

under the Anti-Terrorism Act, the Alien Tort Statute, and state tort law. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Plaintiffs are individually awarded compensatory 

damages with prejudgment interest and punitive damages as set forth in the table included in this 

Default Judgment, plus postjudgment interest as provided in 28 U.S.C. § 1961, to run from the 

date of judgment until the judgment is satisfied.  In sum, Plaintiffs are awarded compensatory 

damages with prejudgment interest in the amount of $1,905,269,836.12 and punitive damages in 
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the amount of $3,291,109,761.26, for a total judgment of $5,196,379,597.38, plus postjudgment 

interest as provided in 28 U.S.C. § 1961, to run from the date of judgment until the judgment is 

satisfied. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the automatic stay provided by Federal Rule of Civil 

Procedure 62(a) is hereby lifted, and Plaintiffs may execute on and enforce the judgment 

immediately.   

SO ORDERED. 

 

DATED: _______________________ ____________________________________ 
 
Hon. Valerie E. Caproni 
United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York 
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